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There s been a greas deal of discussion for muny
years ubout the water supply of New York city, and
chiemiea! experts bhave from time to tme undertaken
by eluborate anmyses to shuw why Croton as it Is

werved o every metropelitan  housebold might
be  copgidered  free  from  vital  impurities,
Much vexatious disputation  has  resalted in
no gatlsfactory  sglubign  or  termimation, At

this time the question as to whether New York water
in the beet thai can be furnished remains just ag up-
wottlod na over, and the advocates of cither side are as
tenacious of thelr opinions as they ever were. The
provalling bolier is that Croton wator |8 not na good as
it shou'd ba, beeause of the outrngeous abuses existing
all along the watorshed from Croton dam ot the foot
of the lake npwarde. Thoese have continued for years,
and aro greater to-day, perhops, than they ever were
before, for tho Croten Board has been powerlega to
doeal wilh or abate them, having no authority to re-
move tho elavghter bouses, privies, barng, caltle yards
®nd stles bullt upon the branbesof the Croton and
Cross rivers, and sll the gtreams that leed the prinetpal
reservoir, Croton Lake. Day after day the inhabitants
of the villuges and townships of Putnam and West-
chester counties, the logation of the walershed, have
written letters to the Board, complaining of the shame-
ful conduct of the faclorymen, butchers nnd farmers
residing tn the reglon, Requests and protesis have
poared into the department calling for some remedial
scllon, and the Corporation Counsel has been potified
by the officers agnin and agaln to proceed il possible
againg the delinquents, But after careful examination
of the lnwe he found thas be could not do woything
toward offecting the much needed relief, as the only
sct relatiog (o the matter was that passed Muay 7, 1545,
entitled “An act to probibis the throwing or deporiting
in the Croton Aqueduct, or oither of the resorvolrs, sny
dead animals or other offensive mattor, or anything
whatever.'

To undarmtanid the Board’ position with regyrd to
these abusos Ib 8 noocseary to glance ol the map of the
watercourses in and argund the prinetpal rnsnyoir--
Croton Luke. The sct applies to this, the aqueduct
and the resorvoirat High Bridge and elrewhers, but
the rivers und streams that pour into the lake from the
hille aud monntalns are nol mentioned; hence, Ji 18
claimed, the depariment canpod interfere with any of
the squatters or property owners who deliberatoly
poison the sources of the Now York water supply; go
My retnain und invreare. Notwithstanding tbe charges
prefurrad almoss daily againsk them these fellows coolly
deny that thiy are [ujariug thé waler, and huve even
tho audacily to say that the eroction of a privy on the
river bank or the dumping of farm and iactery fith
Into the streain is not & pultance, much less a orime
We shall seee Tuw Nsw Yoxk Hemavp, after patiently
walting for the department’s action io these cages, nnd
bearing ke oft reiterated charges, decided to investls
gate the subjeot and sent one of 1ts attachde to travel
from the dstn up both sides of the lake to the mouth of
sach stroam, with instrections to follow it to its source
and caruflully note down evory plague spot, describe,
and, if necessary, sketch it The task was not an ey
sne, requiring time, cautlon and the exercise of sbe
most rigid scrutiny, Every inch of ground on jolh
wides of Croton Lake and i(te numerous tributarie was
r led over, fmes on foot, on horsebwk and
otherwise A boai had 1o bo used once or twice, snd no
means of obiaining an accurate description ef the
waterslied wnd sorvice was neglected Wr present
herewiil the frst instalment of the work and & mnp of
the sections sxplored. 1t comprises that part of Wost
chestor county belween Croton Dam and Jroton Falld]
through which ran Cross, Croton, ' Kisch Turkoy, Cat
Hill, Cherry, Plom and o dozen gmalle rivers, which
empty themselved fnwo Croton Lake snd the main
stream at different polats through a Aretch of country
about twenly five milos square, Jround the lake, of
course, the law above mentioned Wing specilically rola-
tive 10 abuses in that viciniv, the infringementa

wre mob  so  glaring, altough  frequent and
bud enough to warrant deldive netion.  Their
principal  cheractoristics Allfer  ontirely from

those to be found above Croon Falla and in the immo-
dinte viclnity of Lake Glaeids, Hrewster's Station
and Carmel, where ounOURes, privies, slsughter
Bouses aud laciorios abod.  Arcund the large lake,
agshown in the map,tagoant water, fover and ague
swamps, ilthy draing ad waygide sloughs are sven,
and an the river bank cAttle pens and dirty yarde
IntRnYrW WITH MH, MROBALL.

On Monday, Novmber 22, Mr. Campbell, Chief Engl-
meer of the Crotd Aqueduct Departmant, made the au-
nual jnspection | the nqueduct.  The water was shut off
sLBIX in the evwting of that day, and not turned onagilo
until the foliwing Thureday. Daring the intervening
duya Mr. Corpbell went throogh Lhe agueduct to aseer-
taln whet™t b neoded any repairs,  The distance trav-
elled wara#27ly thirty-oight miles from the dam to High
Bridge And the ropairs necensary were nol as great as
waere aticipated,  Mr, Campbell met with a serious necl
dent A the conolusion of his lubors, and bas not been
Ablp ‘0 com# down town for some days. His assistant,
Mr, Birdsall, who made the inspection of the plpes
ondanhatian Liand, told s HErarv reporter that the
ausen oxisting wlong the watershed were the sources
¢ continued anaoyanco to the departinent. The furm.
waaud factory people wbove Katonah wers beyond
e reach and could not be compelled to remove Lheir

peste.  The Corporstion Counsel had been suthorizea
10 push mattern aganst them; bub unless the Legisia.
ture pasand another act giving the Croton Hoard oficers
jurisdiction over he dwollers along the water.
courses nothing would ever be done o remedy the
mattor.  Ho acknowledged his beliel in the sruth of the
accusations made agaiost the peraona hereinafier
named, and raid 16 was well knows that Croton Lake
and vicinity was & lively place for fever und ague. He
knew thut the vpper portlon of Croton Lake woren
slimy, grosnish appesrance, and was (lled bers and
thers almovt down lo Pine's Bridge with fangi, but be
did nol know whether it could be belped or not.  Whnat
was moet necded now was the passage of a law which
would give (he department power |0 reinove the
privies, giaughter houses, hat factories and other things
s absoluiely infoctious.  Still he wished to be under-
stood as belloving thas long before the water enters tha
mcqueduct it was materially freed from talnd and ag.
tually reached New York good and pure

UROTON DAM.

The Croion Dam proper, that ia to say the dam next
to the agueduct 4 tue foot of the iake just boluw Pine's
Bridge, in bullt aross sha river & litile way above
Humtersvile, in the bend, and 18 the admiration of
vigitors who suramer st the hotel an the left bask
Jooking north, At this paini the wator sooms peliusid
And aetlve, falling many feot asf driven ovor the car

bain's glaszy surince by o rapid stream  Bowing down- |

ward beiwoun (he mountaing on elther band. The
aqueduct's mouth |s northeast of the dam  some rods
and built i the still watern beneath the hill whers the
broad shest, smooth and ripploless, washes iho shore,

Kl very placidity of Ms bosowm i sukgewuye, The pur: | whenge ik courses dowaward surough e
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The map presented contains the names
and sccurate locations of the property hold-
ers, or, more strictly speaking, owners of the
soil, as they are known to the inhabitants.
There exists no very accurate survey in dia-
gramatic form of the district; the Croton
Water Department is in possession of the

Iatest, which is in no sense more complete
than the New Yorx Herarp's, The land, as
therein subdivided under the proprietors'
names, is in some instances held by the ten-
ants of the persons who actually own the
ground. It however retains frequently its
proprietary title, and being better known

thereunder is 8o designated. The black
gpots upon the face of the map indieate the
openings or mouths of drains leading from
the houses and shanties aronnd to Croton
Lake, Theyare likewise significant as being
the places where cesspools are numerous,
plague spots frequent and deposits of veg-

etable matter abundant. They are the most
filthy receptacles of barnyard refuse, and in
many instances, as hereinafter shown, the
outlets of slanghter houses, pigpens and
worse places. Not a stream that flows into
Croton Lake at any point visible on the map
is free from the taints marked, .

face is totally different in color from the tumuliuovs
calarnct and it secthing basa, which are white, and w0
the casual observer pure, The bosom of Croton Lake
wears 8  ereen  aod  stagoaot  Jook  mot  um-
like that borne by ponds in the city, and
those go frequent higher up, or above fKatonah.  Just
abovo the aguedust and dam the lake, tbrough green, I8
partially clear and good waier; but ita shores are sedge-
grown and undoubtedly marahy, laved by little rivulets
and gtreams that drip, 80 to speak, down the lofey hill-
sides from barns, outhouses, hog pens and farm yurds,
moddy and filth.salned.  Weeds and greenish stull
abound, and the torrent, 8o strong in the river or prin.
cipal feeder above, 18 noi vigible bere; so that & boat
might lie upon this portlon of the luke for hours with.

out malerially changing ite position, provided it did
not get loto the line of suction immediately north of
the dam over which it wouwld undoubtedly thien be
drawn. To tha right and left, inside the beach curves,
abrupt and numersus even ad this poiot, it might re-
main all day unaffected by the tow and clogged by the
wator grasees po (bick and abundaot wvot mausy rods
from *‘the fall."
OROTON LAKE

The condition of Croson Lake at this season of the
year is such na 10 afford ibe spectator a falr opportunity
of forming st a glance s partially just estimate of the
water's chinracter and cloagliness, Indeed the use of
the latier tertn in this connection Is the veriest sar-

easm, lor nssuredly ©o sheel of water in the
rural  districta of tho Siaste, unlesa 14 be
Lake Glenoids _hes  more  fithy boundarics,

Their condition s the fruitful theme of discontented
digputation within the reach of the people, who, though
residing around the lake, are mol bound or fll:ely w
drink it waters, Nol one of the nhabitauts could
be induced to do so, They regard the liguld as
dirty, if not polsonous. Scarce one n conld be
founid in tha neighborhood who would bo willing to use
the water even for ordipary cooking purposes. The
hilly shores are eut and Intersected by drains which
Lear into the lake continually the washing suds, refuse
and neworage of the Kitchens and bary yards aloug sthe
beach and roadsides, trom tho dam to she Nelson Inrm
or Kip lands, AL certaln spots, on the weswrn or
what might more properly be called thoe morthern
boundary, the ol ! of malaris, with
fever and ague, from which whols familios have sul-
fered during the recent summer months, and stories
aro old of the severe penaliies lodividunls have paid
for having foulishly chosen Lo summer ib the pestiien-
tial reglon.

To form & falr idos of Crovon Lake and jts surround-
Ings one musk travel ever (e shores where the soll

Iﬂnmul. waghing pens and pastures on ite way to the
nke, bearing ooze and muck to the edge vary littie
more than 100 rods from the hotel. At its mouth the
lake, for yurds around, Is covered with a sort of slimy
grass, woeds and greonish sioft intermingled with de-
com d vegetable matter, the accumulution of the
last few monthe On a warm day, especially
after & storm, the water 18 stagnant and
eonted with @ thick  secum, which crusts
the line of the Harlem HKallway, A glance atthe map
herewith published will give the readir a just concep-
tlon of the place. The falrest portion !s that between
the aqueduct aud the Kisco River, which 18 bisected by
Pine's Bridge, Here, although the lake etratches outto
it greatest width, the water, while smooth and com-
paratively clear, 18 sulliod by the continuoug flow of
the little furm stréams that run down the declivities on
either band and discharge their fith through the
ullies and erceks every liteen and twenty rods along
the shore. The worst of these are found on the
northweet corner of the Inke, with an unpleasant
odor, similar to that generated by pools and ponds
in which cattie and fowl flounder around the country.
The waler scems motionless and heavy, and al
thon.gh apparently still, must mingle with that
which Is borne down to the aqueduct and over the dam
a short distance below., For the rivalet emplies itsell
Inta the lake with & western tendency, and (e shore
recodes toward the dam and aqueduct, giving an n-
clinstion thither o the stuff washed away by the
Croton. In sbory, there is m creek at tho mouth of
Turkey stream, the apper side of which is the reposi-
tory of deonyed grasses, leaves, ooze, indescribable
masses and barpyard refuse, and the lower side falis
away westward (o pormit the snme beiog carried to-
ward the mouth of the aqueduct, Ou the opposile
Iake shore, ndar the little white houde which indicatos
the aqueduct's gutlet, and all about 1t for many rods
the same dark green hue pervadee the water, an
every carvature of what roust be onlled the beach, for
want of & betier tarm, I8 weed-grown, slimy, and, to
all appearance, filled with siagnaot wator.  Of course
tha watar f# not literally stagnant, since It has & sort of
undarcarrent ever tending toward the aqueduct; but
this {& all the worse since the liquid must pass through
the weeds and dirt ére 16 ronches (te inul ouslet,
ANOTAER POOL
fed by adrain which trickles down the hill from an
Id farm house on the summit, reaches Croton about
wenty-slx yards above Turkey stream on the north-
westorn shore. It is even more pestilential than the
foregolng, because the muff which oreeps down ite
channe! cannot be called water, innsmuch as it is noih.
ing lese than & thin composgition of outhouse and canle
Bnn filth, sulliciontly diluted with siops and rain to ens.
Ie it to drop down to the lake. 1tis emptied into &
somiciroular cove about fifteen yards in width, choked
and poisoned by rotien vegetable rofuse like the mouth
of Turkey stream. It has no pame, being oo small 1o
lay cinim to designation. But it s by no means (neig-
feant, as it taints the water of Croton Lake o near tha

Wil permit or ibhe lake's surface by boat
At the wery outeel aa Al insur
able diMculty presents  jweelf  in  the  for.

wation of the former and the paucity of the scows
amd ghallopw at this eeason. |n We summer when the
boarding houser and hotols are open the waler ‘te
doited ut uven Lde with hght orafi of every descrip-
Alon occupied by pleasure pariies; but in Novembar
these' houses are cloeed, securely fastened and de-
werted, and the boats are nowbers to be found unless
oné ne fortunnte gh Lo be acquainted with the
damkeeper, Mr. Wood, or one o!f the denizens of
the Lockbart farm houses, Even from thews it s
diffoalt 4o hire & wkiff, There are only two roads
that can be travelled decendly. Oue i that which
skirting the lake ieads (rom Palmor's Hotel northwesy
of tho squeduct to Nelson Hrothers' land whore |t

divorges inland and dives, so %0 speak, be
tweon the hills  Into  Ihe heart of the
gountry and turps fts back upon the watars

It crosses Woodbridge at the juncture of  Crose
Kivor and Croton River, the priscipal feedars of Croton

Lake, The other siaris froin the ueduct on the
poutheastern shore and, mountin, e hills, winds
woward Mount Kisoo and Muscoos On | way to

Katouah and leaving the dam, the firnt which
in & rivolet, whose source n 18 Torkey Mountsin
hillocks

aqueduct and cannot be consldered other than & posi
twe nuisanes Lo denizen= of the nelghborhood,
Netther i is alone (o thin distinetion, for within etght
rods oastward is a sister drain, slmilar in chamcter,
stiferous and green, and equally tributary to the
o water supply of New York. Both are tinged
with the hue of docomposition, and ench (s prssod over
a® (nsignificant by the porsonn In charge of the aqueduct
s harmlesa and unworthy of sttention. | Sulll, though
they ba svils, they wink into comparative cbscurity be-
pide the nolsome ditch pussing by
MHE, HYDR'E NOUSE
Surely this 18 a powome hole, feid hy » stream of
very respectuble dimensions that flows through s
sort of gulch flled with undergrowth weods, manure,
mud and slime under & small wooden bridge
to a hollow in a bend & few feet above the
Iake. 1In this hollow every species of rural dirt hiag
been acoummulatiog and decaying for months, no
doubd, for its bottom s weveral inches thick and s
disgustingly odorous. Ky pushing s came into ithe
moss a stench 1 sbirred up powerful enough o make one
Jad to give op furtbor oxplorations in that direotion,
&wmm boen piled up here o an nlarnung extent,
and whole is continunlly subjected through the
pummor o b ollecia of Lho Bun Aud tha deie < Lhg

water fulling from the hilloekes above. Just where the
stroam, nfwr passing through the hollow, guich and
gurbage beap, meats the luke the never-onding marzh
and fen is seen; the stagnant appearance prevails and
the greemieh  soum  exiFls Thia 8 In the
lnke, too, for many yards around Indecd, all
along the shore the water has no other aspoct,
and hereand there at intervals miserable liitle wiands
abound. Each one of them swtands io what has all the
somblanee of o marsh; not a weed or blade of the yel.
lowish grass & disturbed by the faintest ripple of flow-
fug water, and even the draina, ne they dircharge them.
welvos into the Inke every few rods upon tho shores,
cannot create auy vislble commotion in the weed grown,
elimy bosown of Crotom Lake. To be sure, thoreisa
patch on it very centre that looks clear and freo from
matter. Bub it washes and mingles on either hand with
the dense nuisances above deseribed.

ANOTHER PLAGUR 8POT
in that whien i bounded by an old bridge, about 100
rods above the line of Mre Hyde's house. [t does nok
como immediately in contact with the lake fteell. It is
on the lefs hand side of the road, looking east. It is an
old pool, several square yards o ares, fed by the nu .
marous ditches, baroyard drains and dikes cut into the
slops  on I wostern  boundary, Near b
are geveral old barne, the property of w small
farmer, whose wooden shapty stunds about 100 feet
above. Tho hennery, hog pen, cattle yard and stablo
overlook the pool and empty their hog wagh and gen-
oral Ailih down the declivity into ik, Worse than this,
n wretelisd little backhouse is kmong the bulldings con-
tributing to the general wretchedness of the situation,
aud ndds 114 quota of refuse 1o be reposilory in the
“pridge pond'’ below. Now this recoptacie’s ouly out-
let for surplos water is m small passage beiween e
stones or cobbles at the bridge’s base, which courses
through the glen on the opposite side of the road to
the luke, whore It mests the green or staguant waler
and ttarily the deposit of stuff which
mixed with the weeds ana Erulnl there, At this polut
the Croton has not the slightest claim o moving water
for many yurds from the shore. 1t looks like a huy
marsh covered with weeds and lenves, and ome would
expect W find 4 muddy bottom. The bottom s really
gravel, with a coating of vegetabio matter.

MR. TIRH' URIDOE,

us the country people call the passage across another
wtream o ghort way up the road toward Pioo's Bridge,
stretotics over & marsh on the left hand side and an
arm of Groton Lake on the right.  From this to IMioe’s
Bridge the Inke shores are uot so bad,  Nevertheless
they wro dirty and slimy and not at all what they
should be. Just above are located near the water's
odge & oonﬂpla of honses on the banks of & bayou nearly
opposite Hon. Fernando Wood's otice famous couniry
residence. This bayou, or, more properly speaking,
creek, 1s fed by a stroam that risos K Cat HilL It in
amall and filthy, ing as v does by, through and

under outhouses, yurds and worse places. 1t In
full of noadescript master, ladem  with  dirt,
apd I8 actonlly moddy, No wman  in the

neighborbiood ever dreams of letting his  hores,
be it pever g0 thirsty, drok from it or the pouds
near ik, The creek receives all the Cas Hill River con-
taing of refuse, and the walers are of & dark, groenish
color, studded by littte lugular patchies of weeds and
loaves, sedge and vegetable muck, always increasiug
and decaying. The houses thomsolves ara #o elowe to
the margin of Croton Lake that it would be ridiculous
to suppose that the slops worn cast snywhere sise. In
the best of wenther the inhabitants are too far beneath
the rond 1¢ lond one 10 expect servante or any ote to
carry pails or tubw up the rugged slops to the Oolda
Ind thure is no visible rocepiacio for wuch refse
excepl the bayou, which s an arm of the lake. The
Iaborers  on  the adjscent farms say _ that
inle the Iake or drasins everyihing 1 ﬂun‘}
notwithstanding  the  taeit  understanding o
e Inw's direet prohibition of sueh tices. Dul as
they say, “'Who is to know "' and “Where elae can wa
pat our slops ¥"' nobody will avow that ho er she is the
guilty parvy, bat she absence of any sultable places for
the receplion and distribution of houseliold garbage
leaves bo room for doubt on the subject,
OFFUSITE MOUNT KIROO.
After loaving Piue's Bridge (e visitor i beguiled by

the beauty of the scenery.  Tho eastern shore of the
lnko s dotted by fine houses; & latge hotel, boarding
houses nud n few fine coantry mansions, Mount Kisco
18 u splendid part of Westchester county and ite sides
wre watered by the river which bears (L8 name and an.
other that 1s not endowed with any special ;pEcIlntlom

€ lake

The dwelllngs are all erected on 4
shore and the plateaux at  different  points
above it But the are nulsances, bucause

they are not furoished with any soewornge that does
uot tend toward Croton Lake and finally taint it No
provielon for carrying olsewhore the liquid refuse of
the people éan be seen. ALl must Inevitably be thrown
tnto the dralns and small pipos which bubble down the
hillgide and erpty themselves into Ahe great roservolr
of New York nnd the towns along the line of the ague-
duot. The backbouses and privies, I8 {8 truo, are not
bullt neur the lake; but they do stand near tha
atoresaid rustic sewers. Crolon Lake ilsolf 18 proity
to look at here, but & mile further up v I8 foll of
jelands, composed of the prevalent weeds, vegotable
matter  and  sedge, which ot simply a8 bar-
riers to echeck and hold whatever may be
borne down by the Croes River and Croton River,
currénts from the small towns and shauties upon
their banks. The peculiar formation of the lake's
ehores, cost and west, furnishes likewise stagnant
patches and spots that foster and generate malarious
disordera, Not far from the mouth of the Mount Kisco
River is one of the worst of these. Hers right across
the whole fmee of Croton Lake stretch balf a dozen
islands, affording no foothold for man or beast, sur-
roundod by slaguans green water, bordered with a
thick coating ol vegetable rottenness and overhung
morning aud evening b{.a vapar suggestive of fever
and ague. The passages between these spols are nar-
row and filled with every concelvablespecios of country
#ide refuee,  The waters of the lake which below seem
cloar, snd in some measurs bright, are donse nod sloggish
hers, Houses of laborers line the northwestern and
each of them hag its drain or rough sewer léading luto
the lake, The people are poor mod carcless, thinking
only of themsolves and bow they stiall got rid of thoir
superfluous Alth, without a thought of what becomes of
1t after they cast it into the dralus running from thelr
houses to the besch. I‘ui:; cows, ohickens and dogs
wallow, root and browse before the doors  Sevapsud
greasy waler and slimy stufl are in abundance an
drip downward thero acroge the road, nud women do
thelr wiashing on the very bank of the lake Any
one passing that way, who s & citizen of Now
York and in  the Labit of drinking the Cro-
ton water which I8 drawn from this place, 18
not likely to be llled with exalted respecs for
its chomical purities, dospite all that may be sald apd
written about the good effuct a long coarse through the
groat pipes may hava upon (L. The shores are an dirty
as they can be in this vicinily,  Water clusets are bulls
nenr the honges, & fow rods al moit from the lake, and
tho yards, pens and fronts of many of the houses are
soggy and nnkle deep with vile matter.
OF BURR'S LAKD,

as the country people dosignate Lhal part of the bass
of Mount Kisvo nearly ofposite the cape known as the
“Nglsou Boys' aod Lockliart's property, the waler is
more repugnapt than any before mentioned. It 15 fed
by four sroall streams, talnted In the wiual manner,
and wears & dark, postilential aspeck Indeed, b
Jooks like a great marsh rather than A lake, and
ona would think i more worthy of the former
thian the latter title.  Mose Sution has & house hard by
and the shore looks Wrﬁ uninviting  The lako 18 cov.
ered hore and there witli 4 acum similar to that found
in the coves and ¢rooks so numerous along the shores,
and it would be difficuls 1o propel & boat satisfactority
over It gnrfuca.  Right epposite, on the Lockhart wnd
Nelson tarme, are several small houses. Ouwe of them
In ocenpled by. Jolin Butler and bis family, He works
un @ laborer for his daily brend, and hax been in bis
prosent rosidence for some Ume, The Hanaro reporier
mot lim 1o tront of hinshadty, which stands on the
left hand side of the road leading to Woodoridge, sad
bad a conversution with him relative to the eharuol

children had oot enjoyed a moment's beaitt from that
hour  The water they were obliged to dnnk was Lad,
drawn a# it waw from the spring or stream which was
swhort distance from bis bouse and on the Billeide
above it The lake isell ak this point, aod, (o his judg.
ment, for gome miles around was poisonous 1L was
littie more than & malarious and oftentimes
suoking His wife sod children bad been laid up with

THE FEVER AND AGUE
bhe had nol been

all summer and and alsh
takeu down with is himsolf be nover felt well
since frst he had the misfortune to put his fook

in the “cursed place " He eouwld not afford o move
lilﬁ antll gpring, becauss ha was too poor, bal he
might ua well, for all the good he was able o do, owin,

o the rxth-um entaiied npoo bim by the 1l healt

of tin famaily.  He knew that the place was cne of the
worst b the country, nr.\tml.huundtu" that it was tho
boastod Croton Laks that fed New York wilh water.
He would oot drink any of it for the feo sipple of the
house in which be then lived. He could not say thas
vkher peraons iu the neighborhood sullered as Lp bad
done, nor could he twell whether they had been stricken
wilh any of ihe malartous disorders of the region; but
he supposcd that was beeause thoy had bean rulsed thers
and were L 1 to the atmosphoere. Al all ovents,
there was good reason for the condition of the lake
“You see, sir,” eaid he, *the whols stretoh of waber,
or whatever you like to call it from this to Wood Bridge,
I# little botter than & marsh. It s full of miserable
weod bankes and stagnant waler, Of course, the waler
ruus dowt to the aqueduct and dam, but if it does it
doern's soem o hu.l!u. Then, agsin, fook at all tha
dirty Hstle draine avd sireams that flow into |4 every
few rods and the Githy mwuck which must setilo in and
around those weedy lslnnds. Not one of them I8 good
for anything. They are choked hore and there with
siufl thiat comes down the hills from Bedford station,
Bedall's Mills and every shanty and {srmhouse aloni

the sbreom. 1 am going to get out of il as d00n &y

can, and L'l pever do o day's pood unti! [ do, Croton
Lake, indmed! Fiue  waler the people of
Now York g0t ouk of it, i they
oaly knew (L' Thw  conversation tovk placs

within full view of Pine's Bridge, which ia only a litile
mare thiy one mile from the mouth of the aquednot,
nud a ghort distance above the hotel, boarditg bhouses
aud  tne residences on the soutbeasteru shore of
Crnton Tako, The man's ptatement wus borno out by
hin own supeirance.  He Jooked like one who wie even
then s wictiy (o tover and agne,  His lips wers bine,
Bis (ace Livid, and be drogged hie limbs siter him e
onn would who had just risen from u bed of sicknesa
Noither he uor big wife bad ever had the faver and ague
belore thoy had come to Croton Laxe, afdd he was only
oo williug to leave it i e oould.
WOOD NRIDGE,.

From the group of lslands w0 Wood Bridge, nearly
opposite to Whitlock station, on the New York and
Hurlom Raflroad, Oroton Lake rune but a short dis-
tance. 1118 of the game character until it renches she
junction of the Uroesand Croton rivers, ite Lead waters
or principal fesdérs.  There, of course, owing to the
rapidity of the currént all these lmperfections disap-

puar only to bemet with, bowever, at Katonsh again
At HKatonsh the Cross River winda rourd s south-

| westerly direction and on its banks are built wapy of

the houses of that village. The wator loses (is char-
ucter here and becomes, in placos, greeuish and poor
ugain.  Naturally enough, drains’ and rivolets, tainted
with the flth of dwellings, flow into it and lelp to
dostroy it purity.  But (18 our present purpose 1o fol

fow up the Hneof the Croton River, on which are to be
tpund the worgt (nstances Of pulsance, occisloned by
the srection of privies nnd slaughter houses ou LB very
banks,  Theriver uurrowe above Katonah and besomes
uothing more thau a country stream of rospsotibio
dimensions winding through moeadows, botween hills,
around farm yarde, fed now and again by driins into
which are potired datly 1 not hourly the cleanings of
stables, pensand honses, I8 an active, swiitly tlow-
ing current botwoen Katinah and Purdy's station,

i receiving st Golden's Bridge siation a fresh imparity

from the dirty watera of the lttle mill stream thas
runs into It at this point, and also from & dirty lttle
dikke suech as mizht and may have beon cut to drain
tho lande about [t Known as Plum Brook. At Purdw's
Etation, however, the Croton River is subjected 1o s
new trial, which, while 1t may not be directly a posi-
tive nujeance, is partially such. This |8 s “‘condensed

milk shop' or fhotory. It. 1 known here
only as ‘‘Hows' Coundensod Milk Shop,'" and
while it 18 doubiloss w model of Its olass in

cleanliness und wot actually on the banks of the Croton
River, 1t coptributes in no small degroe its quots of
refuse and dirt to infect the stream, g‘ﬂ‘m this point
to Croton Falli—a coupls of miles kigher up the rosd—
tho river serves the farm yards aod oattle us it does alr*
through the county, and is fod by innumerablo rivalets,

-which nre nothing more or loss than drulns or sowers

for the lew Louses wlong thelr shoros,
WILTLOCK'S HLAVGHTER HOVEE.
At Croton I“nlluwrhnpﬂ ane of the worst samples of
these abuses 18 found. TheCroton Hiver, wliloh, as haa
been sald before, 15 the wnain tributury 1o the grons

tho eity of New York by hundreds of thousands who
inocently belivve that it te the purited low of many
aprings rising in the mountaing of Wesichester and
Putnam counties, wends 1ts way down a gently sloping
bed, skirted on either side by low, marshy mondows,
footing steep hills or banks surmounted by farm
and squatters' dwelliogs, towird Purdy’s atstion,
where 18 the coundensed milk ghop ruled by
Willlam Hows. At the falls, however, one of
the most pelsonons  peatholes  stunds—Whitlork's
siaughter housa. It i situated on & low promontary
which Jots out into the water course, Interrupling ita
rmn;u and chedking its tendency southward, %hm
ittle cape, akin to the many others bafora described,
has for foundation s fow roots, troe siumps and gravel,
nnd has by nature been made nothing more than s
kind of repository for vegetable matior and general ro-
fuse wasbed from the outhouses and privies and borne
shither by the Lubbling waters of the streamist to fes.
ter und deeay in the hot summer months under the
sun's rays that pour down between the hills all day
long.  Inone foctid mass it lies just on the water front
of Whitlock's slaughiter house, and s saturated daily
by the ooxe and drip from the hog pens and blood
shoots riging groduslly sbove (L The result 15 that the
waterside 8 nothing less than a gwamp of docomposing
and decomposed flith, laved by the ever corrent river
which bears momentarily onward toward Croton Lake
particles ol eorruption and muck to polson the liquid
and mpair ite drinkers’ heaith

Nothing can be more gasily understood than a dis-
.mm.h s0 an accurite ground plan of Whitloek's
slnughter houses on the river bank ai Croton Falle iw
here furnished :—
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This group of woaden buildings stands aboul twent
foos above the river with shelr yurds snd drains upon
and dripping down the short slope to the rivers A I8
the slsughbter house and small & is the door &Wh
which the blood W allowed to flow from the slain
boasts; D 18 the slope from the sisaghter houga Vo the
rivor llied with dung, dead calves almost patrefind,
hides, morsels of offal and osther rofuse; B (s & hogpen
woll stocked; E is the slope on which the brutes wal.
low and flounder; F (& the river thai washes away
the filth and blood it is continually recelving;
aad by tbe cape that bolds it and forma the hasls of the
u}uu“ thore existing Now & word or two of deser|
tion.  The sinughter nouse t& bullt on the summit of &
sharp declivity, sbout iwonty foos from the margim of
the rivor. It bus & bonrd flooring, rwchtﬁ Inid and full
of Interstioes opening om Vo the side of the slope, and
on thera the animal stands or is Inid 1o be killed, ben
tue fainl blow (s struck and the blood of the beast Rows,
1% oozes botwoon the boarda and drips down vhe side of
the eminonoe, whers are also olber awalting the
knife, huddied wogetlier, fetlork deap 1n their awn and
other animals’ manure. In the hogpen and enclosure
roaching (o the water's sdge, pigs grant and wallow,
and in the sdjoining close were pieces of doad
old jaws and hoads siripped of sheir hides aod &
call, stinking waod wearcely izable,  Now,
bh it remembered, every rain washea this horrible
#ufl into the rver, and every sunlight ronders
1t more disgusting. Care bas been taken fo cub litkle
drains through the mass horo and there 1o insare thad
Iz will be carried off into the Croton Rtiver and down.
ward toward Pardy's station and thenee to Creton
Lake, The slope from the bullaings lo the river
was Aimply & magurs heap, soggy With blood and
topped by rotten flezh. Tho promoniory and watae

d It were { with bluod, the slones of  dark

of the placo and the water directly in front of his bouse,
He maid he never made
greator mistnke o bin hife than when he came
o reside oo Wby Lauke of Croton Lake, His wife and

erimson dye and the shores sround covercd with de
ulrul ugzuuudall'ur o‘f an indesoribable bue.  Owver,

and around these puirid ibings the water gurglingly
::lud ouward to Urolon Lake, o lew males hﬂn

-

reservolr whence 15 drawn the water which 15 drank in -



